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Diversity, Equity, & Belonging (DEB)                                                  
Committee at Sunnyside Elementary
Pam Brantner, Sunnyside Elementary Principal

Sunnyside Superstars are known for their welcoming 
nature.   Staff, students and parents alike go out of 
their way to make sure those around them feel a sense 
of belonging.   At the beginning of this school year a 
group of teachers volunteered and formed a committee 
to help ensure this sense of belonging is maintained 
and expanded.   Every member took time to consider 
what they thought the most important objectives of the 
committee were and decided on a mission statement 
and name. After much consideration they decided to 
name the group the Diversity, Equity and Belonging 
committee and the mission statement is to promote a 
welcoming environment where Superstars are valued, 
respected, and included.  Superstars are empowered to 
be their authentic selves through aligned lessons and 
important conversations.

Members decided to spend this year focused in three 
main areas, the first being the creation of professional 
development resources for teachers regarding belonging.  
Research shows that when students feel a sense of 
belonging with their teachers and peers that they perform 

better academically and socially.   There are a variety 
of methods and strategies to build an increased sense 
of belonging and the Diversity Equity and Belonging 
committee (DEB) has worked with Sunnyside teachers 
to incorporate them.   The second area of focus is an 
examination of Social Studies, Government and Civic 
standards, their relations between the grades and how 
staff can teach the standards to increase a sense of 
belonging in the school. The third and final focus for 
this year is the creation of a student showcase project.  
Next year every Sunnyside Superstar student will create 
a “culture box”, a diorama of sorts, that showcases the 
students’ culture, beliefs, family life and passions. Boxes 
will be on display for fall Family Conferences and in 
celebration of National Unity Day on October 20th.  
These areas of focus allow for committee members to 
maintain and expand on the welcoming nature of our 
Sunnyside Superstar Family.

Heather Strader named 2024 “Dedicated Teacher Award” Recipient 
Heather Strader, Second Grade Teacher at Franklin Elementary, was presented with the 2024 “Dedicated Teacher 
Award” from the Pullman Public Schools Board of Directors during the Regular Board meeting held on May 8, 
2024. Annually, the board honors either an individual certificated employee with the "Dedicated Teacher Award" 
or a committed teaching team with the "Dedicated Teaching Team Recognition Award. This recognition is in 
appreciation of a teacher or a team’s demonstrated dedication to students and to their school.  
 
Heather Strader has served the Pullman School District for almost 15 years, and was recommended for this 
recognition by Franklin Elementary Principal, Stephanie Bray, who was inspired by Heather as a leader in 
instructional delivery, support, and innovation.  
 
Principal Bray shared that “[Heather] has supported student intervention, guided educators in intervention and 
progress monitoring, and most recently collaborated with the team and staff to refine our process and model the 
RTI model based on Solution Tree. She advocates  for  each  child,  for  families,  and  the  support  the  
school/community can provide. She creates and maintains strong, positive, and successful relationships with 
not only her colleagues and supervisors, but also her families and students. She creates an atmosphere of 
trust, caring, and understanding in her classroom. Heather continually keeps communication with families 
open,  honest,  and  frequent.  Heather not  only  provides  instruction  exceptionally,  but  Heather  also  
demonstrates an innate ability to create and foster positive relationships with her students. Her students feel 
safe, respected, and improve their growth mindset in her classroom. Through her collaborative efforts, and 
positive relationships, Heather has created not only a classroom, but a classroom family and community.” 
 

From all of us here at Pullman School District, we extend our congratulations to Mrs. Strader! 
  

 

2024 Dedicated Teacher Award Nominees: 

• Abby Wagner, Kamiak Elementary School 
• Jamie Bye, Jefferson Elementary School 
• Willma Fields, Sunnyside Elementary School  
• Jan Estep, Pullman High School 
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The Pullman School District Board of Directors and the Pullman School District 
shall provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all students in all 
aspects of the academic and activities programs without regard to race, religion, 
creed, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military status, 
sex, sexual orientation (including gender expression or identity), marital status, the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, participation in the Boy Scouts 
of America or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a 
disability. The district will provide equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts 
of America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of the United States 
Code as a patriotic society. District programs will be free from sexual harassment. 
 
The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of 
alleged discrimination: Civil Rights Coordinator and Title IX Coordinator, Assistant 
Superintendent, (509) 332-3144, and Section 504 Coordinator, Director of Special Services, 
(509) 332-3144. 240 SE Dexter Street, Pullman, WA 99163. Applicants with disabilities 
may request reasonable accommodations in the application process by contacting the 
Personnel Coordinator at (509) 332-3584.

Arron Carter
Director, District 1

acarter@psd267.org

Lisa Waananen Jones
Director, District 2

lwaananenjones@psd267.org

Craig Nelson
Director, District 3

cnelson@psd267.org

Nathan Roberts
Director, District 4

nroberts@psd267.org

Amanda Tanner
Director, District 5

atanner@psd267.org

Career and Technical Education Program Brings                                
Real WorldSuccess to Students
Craig Nelson, Board Director District 3

Pullman School District has many programs to help 
students build a foundation for success in their futures. 
Academic subjects build skills and abilities. Athletic 
courses and sports promote health and fitness. Music 
and Arts foster creativity and performance. Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) is a planned program of 
courses and learning experiences that allow students 
to explore career options, gain basic academic and life 
skills, meet high academic standards, and participate 
in leadership opportunities; all offering pathways to 
high skill, high wage employment. CTE programs 
in Pullman schools include Business Application, 
Manufacturing, Digital Media, Family and Consumer 
Science, Agriscience, and more.

These classes must meet standards established by 
the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Each course has an approved framework to support the 
curricula and incorporates the following three levels of 
leadership development.

•	 Individual Leadership Skills: decision making, 
communication, goal setting, integrity

•	 Group Leadership Skills: teamwork, conflict 
resolution, responsibility, group dynamics

•	 Community Leadership Skills: community service, 
organizational skills, advocacy

Each CTE Program area has an Advisory Committee 
made up of local professionals in industry to review 
coursework and to make recommendations for equipment 
upgrades to keep courses relevant to industry standards. 
Advisory committee members meet with teachers in 
each program area twice each year and approve course 
framework applications every 5 years.

Nine of our CTE classes offer dual credit, meaning 
that students can receive both high school and college 
credit for qualifying classes. Many programs also 
offer industry-recognized credentials for successful 
completion of courses.

Federal dollars are provided for CTE courses through 
The Carl Perkins act. These funds allow our CTE 
programs to stay current with equipment and adapt to 
changing workplace standards.

CTE in Pullman schools begins at Lincoln Middle 
School with STEM based courses. There are two 
instructors with CTE certification at LMS. Pullman High 

School has nine CTE certified teachers. Each program 
has Career and Technical Student Organizations 
(DECA, Skills USA, FCCLA, and FFA) which hold 
local, regional, state and national competitions to build 
and test the skills of students in different areas of study.

Pullman has high quality programs in each area as 
evidenced by regional and state officers and award 
winners. The National Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences awarded an Emmy to Hound Central 
Production for Live Sporting Event/ Game. Two 
DECA members competed in a national competition in 
Anaheim CA. Several FFA members have qualified for 
state competitions and the horse judging team placed 3 
rd in state. AP computer science has been awarded the 
college Board’s AP Computer Science Female Diversity 
award.

Teachers in the CTE departments at both Lincoln Middle 
School and Pullman High School work incredibly hard 
to build their programs to industry standards. At the 
heart of every successful program, teachers are using 
their time and talents to help students build successful 
futures. We can be proud of this hardworking group as 
they incorporate academic preparation and creativity 
from across the curriculum to further all students’ 
college and career goals.

The opinions expressed in Board Reports are those of 
individual school board members and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or views of the board as a whole or 
of Pullman Public Schools.


