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The Pullman School District Highly Capable Program Information Night will be held on February 6, 6:00-7:00pm, at Pullman High School. Join us for 
information on the referral, assessment, and selection process, as well as the service model for the Highly Capable Program. 

For more information, contact the Instructional Programs Office at (509) 332-3144.

You’ve seen fidget spinners this last year, they are all the rage, but do all kids really need 
a fidget spinner?  What is a fidget and who needs them? For some people, there's a need for 
constant stimulation. Some fidgets allow people to focus their attention on what they want to 
focus on. If you've ever watched people tap pencils, twist pieces of paper, doodle in meetings, or 
even move their feet, you've seen the power of fidgeting in action.

Fidgets are great tools for kids who need them, as long as there are ground rules set up 
with the child and educator in advance, and as long as the child can follow the rules. Rules can 
include keeping them under a desk, only using them when needed and not sharing them with 
friends. Students should look at these devices as a tool rather than a toy.

Most common fidgets are meant to be felt, so that visual attention can be focused on the 
teacher.  For those who must focus visually on the Spinner versus the felt movement, then it 
becomes visually distracting, and can in some circumstances be a hindrance to learning. There 
are other types of fidgets that focus more on the movement than the visual aspect: worry 
stones, a piece of felt, Velcro on the edge of or underneath a desk, Boink fidgets (a marble in a 
mesh netting), drawing, coloring, stress balls and theraputty. All these fidgets are classroom 
appropriate for students who have unique sensory needs and need such items.

For one week in May, the halls of Pullman elementary schools are 
a little quieter. During this week, our 5th graders get the opportunity 
to experience a 50-year tradition of outdoor education by spending a 
transforming week at Camp Wooten. It is a time for new discoveries, like 
learning how to be away from the comforts of home and meeting new 
friends from different schools. The 5th graders get to learn outside the 
classroom about our environment, hiking, swimming, canoeing and the 
favorite nightly campfire stories. 

In order to continue this tradition, each year there is a community 
spaghetti feed to raise funds to send students to camp. Support from 
our community is especially needed this year because this will be the 
largest group of Pullman 5th grade students to attend Camp Wooten. 
According to Bill Holman, principal at Franklin Elementary, the 
number of 5th grade students increased from 220 to 260. The increased 
number of students meant 4 tents and 44 cots had to be purchased to 
accommodate the growth.

 The Spaghetti Feed fundraiser is a way for us to ask the community to 
support our kids so they can experience nature and learn to become a 
tribe as they transition together to Lincoln Middle School. The 5th Grade 
Camp Spaghetti Feed fundraiser will be held on Thursday, February 8th 
from 5:30-7:30pm at Lincoln Middle School. There will be a silent auction 
as well as a raffle. There will also be an online donation option this year. 
The food will be sponsored by our local South Fork Restaurant with 
dessert from our Local 1892, Pullman Fire Fighters Union.

Fidgets in the classroom
Pam Brantner, Sunnyside Principal

We are thrilled to welcome Stephanie Field to our Sunnyside Superstar family! Stephanie 
joins us as one of two Special Education teachers in our building. She has lived in Pullman for 
several years (she even attended Sunnyside Elementary!) and recently graduated from WSU 
with her BA in Elementary Education, with an endorsement in Special Education. She played 
volleyball and tennis for the Pullman High School Greyhounds, and spends free time hiking, 
biking, baking, and reading. Other work experience includes working for SEL as a customer 
service intern and a preschool teacher at The Learning Center. Stephanie says, “I’m excited to 
be back in the district I grew up in. PSD helped me learn and grow so much, and I hope to do 
the same for every one of my students.” We are appreciating her knowledge and enthusiasm at 
Sunnyside!

For the past two years, Barb Travis has been part of our Core Plus (previously Title) program! 
She is a great asset to the team, with her BA in history and previous elementary education 
teacher certification. She worked for several years as a substitute teacher before joining us here 
at Sunnyside Elementary. Her hobbies include photography, crafts, and digital scrapbooking. 
Being part of the community and helping our students to grow and learn is what she likes best 
about working for the Pullman School District!

Sunnyside Staff Profiles

Highly Capable Program Information Night on February 6

Welcome to new board members Amanda Tanner and Nathan Roberts!  
We are looking forward to having your voice on our great school board team!

Jim Evermann
Director, District 3 
jfe@psd267.org

Nathan Roberts
Director, District 4

nroberts@psd267.org

Amanda Tanner
Director, District 5

atanner@psd267.org

President Allison Munch-Rotolo
Director, District 2

Amunch-rotolo@psd267.org

Susan Weed
Director, District 1

Sweed@psd267.org

Board of Directors

Spaghetti Feed Fundraiser to 
Support 5th Grade Camp
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The Pullman Education Foundation is 
committed to supporting the needs of teachers. 
The PEF Teacher Grant Program has been 
providing awards since 1997. Each applicant 
may request up to $500 per year for items that 
will enrich classroom learning and support 
curriculum goals.

This year’s recipients of the Teacher Grant 
Program are:

Franklin Elementary School
Nancy Nelson, Ann Lee, Scott Randall  

(2nd Grade) – Book Club Collection Books
Heather Lohrmeyer (4th Grade) – 

Alternative Student Seating Resources

Sunnyside Elementary School
Salina King, Meghan McKeirnan, 

Shelley Opgenorth (5th Grade) - Everyday 
Counts Math Calendar

Lincoln Middle School
Amy Ripley (6th Grade English) - Lit Circle 

Collection
Madison Dissmore, Elizabeth Powell 

(6th Grade Math) - Math Manipulatives/Support 
Materials

Marla Haugen (7th Grade) – Outdoor 
Education Measurement Tools

Pullman High School
Dan Bromley (French 2)- World War I 

Cheese Tasting

District Libraries 
Julie Udy (All Levels) – Books and DVDs

Item Donors
All About You Bridal & Prom ~ Ampersand ~ Andy Sewell ~ Angelo Baladez and Cindy Nazerali 

~ Atom Heart Music ~ Banyans ~ Bart Johnson ~ Basalt Cellars ~ Best Western ~ Birch and 
Barley ~ B&L Bikes ~ Buffalo Wild Wings ~ Busch Distributors & Sunset Mart ~ Butch Booker ~ 
Carmel Minogue, CPA ~ CASK Bar and Food ~ Chipman & Taylor Chevrolet ~ Clint Cole & Fiona 
Mochrie ~ College Hill Custom Threads ~ Cori Dantini ~ Cougar Country ~ Cougar Entertainment 
Center ~ Crimson and Gray ~ Dairy Queen ~ Dr. Jonny Fisher ~ Glenn and Kathryn Johnson 
~ Healing Hands Massage Clinic, LLC ~ Holiday Inn Express ~ Jim and Jean Logan ~ Julie and 
Derrick Walker ~ Justin Brown ~ Kathy Dahmen ~ Ken Carper ~ The Kramer Family ~ Laura 
Child ~ Laurel Nickels ~ Leslie O’Dell ~ Mayabelle ~ Merry Cellars ~ Myers Auto Rebuild and 
Towing ~ Neill’s Flowers & Gifts ~ New Garden ~ Palouse Country Candy ~ Palouse Discovery 
Science Center ~ Palouse Ice Rink ~ Panda Express ~ Paradise Creek Brewery ~ Parents from 
all PHS Classes ~ PHS Administration ~ PHS Basketball ~ PHS Booster Committee ~ Pickard 
Orthodontics ~ Planet 3 Extreme Air Park ~ Porch Light Pizza ~ Pullman Aquatic & Fitness Center 
~ Pullman Chamber of Commerce ~ Pullman Education Foundation ~ Pullman Fire Department ~ 
Pumori Med Spa ~ Rico's Pub ~ Roost Coffee & Market ~ Sam's Apothecary ~ Sanctuary Yoga ~ 
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories ~ Silverwood Theme Park ~ South Fork Public House & Fork 
in the Road Catering ~ Special Occasions Tuxedos ~ Starbucks ~ Summit Therapy ~ SYG Nursery 
& Landscaping ~ Tami Druffel ~ Tianna Kendall ~ Vickie Chalmers ~ Village Centre Cinemas ~ 
Walmart ~Washington Trust Bank ~ Wawawai Canyon Winery ~ WSECU ~ Wysup Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge Ram ~ Zelda's Pet Grooming ~ Zeppoz ~ Zoe Coffee & Kitchen 

Auction Committee
Chair: Laurence Davin
Sandra Albers ~ Lucie Arrell ~ Cori Dantini ~ Carrie Giovannini ~ Jenny Harder ~ Danielle 

Kallaher ~ Karen King ~Cindy Nazerali ~ Shauna Patrick ~ Anna Rector ~ April Seehafer ~ Amy 
Tull ~ Lenore Turman ~ Becky Walker ~ Julie Walker
Volunteers

PHS ASB Students ~ Tara Briggs ~ Marcus Crossler ~ Ed & Sabine Davis ~Kerry Nestergard ~ 
Mark & Sharon Robinson ~ Gene Solomon ~ Lenore Turman ~ John & Erin Willy ~ Doug & Jodi 
Winchell ~ The Men of Sigma Phi Epsilon

The Pullman School District Board of Directors and the 
Pullman School District shall provide equal educational 
opportunity and treatment for all students in all aspects 
of the academic and activities programs without regard to 
race, religion, creed, color, national origin, age, honorably-
discharged veteran or military status, sex, sexual orientation 
(including gender expression or identity), marital status, 
the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, 
participation in the Boy Scouts of America or the use of 
a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a 
disability. The district will provide equal access to school 
facilities to the Boy Scouts of America and all other designated 
youth groups listed in Title 36 of the United States Code as 
a patriotic society. District programs will be free from sexual 
harassment.

The following employee has been designated to handle 
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Roberta 
Kramer, Assistant Superintendent, Pullman School District 
Administrative Offices, 240 SE Dexter Street, Pullman, WA 
99163, 509.332.3144. Applicants with disabilities may request 
reasonable accommodations in the application process by 
contacting the Personnel Coordinator at (509) 332-3584.

Let’s be social!
Follow Pullman Schools on Twitter and Facebook!

Find the latest news and updates:

LIKE us on Facebook!

Pullman Public Schools: www.facebook.com/PullmanPublicSchools
Kamiak Elementary: www.facebook.com/PullmanKES
Franklin Elementary: www.facebook.com/PullmanFES
Jefferson Elementary: www.facebook.com/PullmanJES

Sunnyside Elementary: www.facebook.com/PullmanSES
Lincoln Middle School: www.facebook.com/PullmanLMS

Pullman High School: www.facebook.com/PullmanHS
Follow us on Twitter!

Pullman Public Schools: @PullmanSD
Lincoln Middle School: @LMSPrincipals

Pullman High School: @PullmanHS
Kamiak Elementary School: @PullmanKES
Instagram: @Kamiak.Elementary.School

Thank you all!
The Pullman High School Booster Committee is grateful to our donors, PHS parents, 

auction committee members, and volunteers for making our 2017 PHS Booster Auction a 
success. With the community’s support we raised over $38,000!

Pullman Education Foundation 
Awards Teacher Grants 


